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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In compliance with the provisions of Rules 1.97(c) and 
1.98, enclosed herewith is Form PTO-1449 and copies of the 
references cited thereon. 

German Patent Document DE 196 45 503 A along with a 
complete translation is provided herewith. This reference was 
listed as a "X" category reference in the corresponding 
European Search Report . Thus the German document may be of 
some interest with respect to this pending application. 

The remaining cited art listed on the European Search 
Report are "A" category references and thus are believed to 
only provide background as to the state of the art. 
Therefore, these references are not being submitted herewith. 

This submission ensures Applicants' compliance with USPTO 
Duty of Disclosure rules. 

Pursuant to Rules 1.97(c) and 1.17 (p), the Applicants 
herewith submit the required fee of $180.00. In the event 
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additional fees are required in order to have this Statement 
considered, the undersigned solicitor hereby authorizes the 
charging of Deposit Account No. 06-1382. A duplicate copy of 
this paper is enclosed. 

Further consideration is respectfully solicited. 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in 
conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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